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of various trades, with provisions and all kinds of
goods. They had to plunge into the woods, to
set up cabins, to choose their ground, and to burn
the cane-brakes and trees. This beginning seemed
very hard to people not at all accustomed to that
kind of labor; the superintendents and their subor-
dinates, for the most part, amused themselves in the
places where a few Frenchmen had already settled,
and there they consumed their provisions. The
work had hardly begun when the concession was
ruined; the workman, ill-paid or ill-fed, refused to
work, or himself took his pay; the warehouses were
pillaged. Do you not recognize in this the French-
man? It is partly this which has prevented the
country from being settled as it should be, after the
immense expenditure that has been made for that
purpose.

A smaller portion of land granted by the Company
is called a ‘‘ habitation.” A man with his wife or
his partner clears a little ground, builds himself a
house on four piles, covers it with sheets of bark,
and plants corn and rice for his provisions; the next
year he raises a little more for food, and has also a
field of tobacco; if at last he succeed in having three
or four Negroes, then he is out of his difficulties.
This is what is called a /labitation, a habitant; but
how many of them are as nearly beggars as when
they began!

A district where there are several habitations not
far from one another, which make a sort of Village,
is called a ‘‘ settlement.’’

Besides the concessionaries and the habitants,
there are also in this country people who have no
other occupation than that of roving about: ist, the



